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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This week has been our Meet the Teacher events for each year group in school. It was wonderful to see 

the parents and carers that took the time to come and hear from the class teachers about the great start all 

your children have made this year. The opportunity to meet parents and carers is one I always look for-

ward to. I now have a baseline from which to significantly increase what parental en-

gagement looks like at Firs Primary School. We had about 25% of parents and carers 

attend these meetings. Our partnership with you is so important to really make a differ-

ence to the life chances of your children. I look forward to seeing many more of you at 

the next Parent and Carer Consultation. 

Snacks in School 

Please can I urge you to consider sending your children in to school with healthy 

snacks for breaktime in the morning. Biscuits, crisps and sweets do not set children 

up well for learning. A piece of fruit is much healthier and encourages much better  

habits for the future for your children. The old saying, “an apple a day keeps the doctor 

away” will help your children live much healthier lives. Please try a couple of days a week with a piece of 

fruit or something healthy initially. 

Poppy Appeal from Monday 31 October 

We are proud to be supporting the Royal British Legion Pop-

py Appeal. Poppies will be available for the children in Key 

Stage 2 to purchase for 20p from after half-term. 

 

Please can all parents and carers that arrive at school at the 
beginning and end of the day by car, please consider where 
you are parking. I am currently monitoring the safety of this 
for our children. If any parents or carers have any sugges-
tions, I would be very happy to speak with you. 

 
Wishing you all a great half-term break. School re-opens on 
Monday 31 October. 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 
Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

Tuesday 22  

November 

Reception September 2023 

Tours - please contact the 

school office 

Wednesday 23 

November 

Reception September 2023 

Tours - please contact the 

school office 

Wednesday 14 

December  
Christmas Lunch Day 

Friday 16  

December  
Autumn Term Ends 

Tuesday 3  

January 
Spring Term Begins 

 



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming  
environments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and 
ultimately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  

 
Whole School Attendance this week: 

91% 
7 parents have been fined this week in relation to poor attendance 

Saplings 90.6% 

Seedlings 88.3% 

Ash 1 83.7% 

Aspen 1 85.2% 

Beech 2  92.8% 

Cedar 3  94.1% 

Chestnut 3  93.2% 

Larch 4  92.7% 

Laurel 4  85.7% 

Maple 5  94.9%  

Mulberry 5  94.6% 

Spruce 6  94%  

Sycamore 6  90.3% 



We are proud and excited to announce that 
our School Librarian, Rumena Akhtar has 

been awarded joint School Librarian of the 
Year! 

This award underlines our commitment as a 
school to ensuring all children are able to 

become fluent readers with a real love and 
passion for books. 

Well done Mrs Akhtar and thank you for all 
your hard work. 



Firs Primary School  

EYFS and Key Stage 1 

Reading Challenge 

Reading for pleasure is something we can all do everyday. To 
make it more exciting we have designed a reading challenge 

to help you explore different types of literature.  

Once you have hit the target you can colour or sticker to 
show you’ve done it.  

Write the books you read in the matching reading diary and 
give it a quick review to remember if you enjoyed it or not.  

When you reach a milestone bring your challenge and diary 
in and give to Miss MacDonald or Miss Dwyer. 

 

 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been another amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 

Mohammed Ehsaan - For being dedicated and conscientious in his phonics. Eshaan has worked hard to learn his phase 2 sounds and is 

becoming more confident with his blending and segmenting. 

Zoya Shah - For aiming high and having a fantastic attitude to her learning. Zoya has worked hard to do the right thing and is helping 

other children to also do the right thing. Zoya has become a fantastic role model for her classmates. 

ASH  
Abdimalik Ibrahim-Mohamud - for fantastic problem solving in maths. Abdimalik always aims high and perseveres in lessons.  
Janae Francis - for completing a fantastic home learning project - Janae created a 3D solar system and labelled it using all of the planet 
names  
 
ASPEN 
Zoya Omar- A fantastic home learning  craft project creating the planets in our solar system. 
Nicole Ghergina - For an amazing home learning project based on the solar system. Nicole added extra information she could recall 
about each planet. 

BEECH 
Ahsanullah Loogari - His brilliant maths work. Ahsanullah has a great knowledge of his times tables and he can record them in different 
ways confidently. He also showed similar confidence with addition and subtraction last week! Well done! 
Devontae Jolly - For being such a great role model in class. Devontae always listens and he answers questions brilliantly as a result. He 
tries his best in every lesson, which is why I am so proud of him! Keep it up! 

CEDAR  
Asma Mohamed -  For her impressive recall across all subjects. Asma is always eager to contribute to class discussing focusing on ORA-
CY and answering in full sentences.  
Hajra Zulfqar - For always trying her best and aiming high in phonics lessons. Hajra is a role model to her peers and preservers even 
when things are hard.  

CHESTNUT  
Faizah Adehowale for giving clear and specific explanations in her maths work, demonstrating her excellent understanding.  
Jacob Dunston-Brown for his consistent positive approach to learning in all lessons. Jacob is always willing to contribute his ideas with 
enthusiasm and uses all feedback given to make his work ever better.  

 
LAUREL 
Jacob Singh - For a lovely persuasive piece of writing about a multifunctional watch. Jacob takes pride in ensuring his presentation and 
content is of quality. 
Ethan Carr - For a massive improvement in behaviour and attitude. Ethan models resilience and leadership in ensuring he is RRS and 
Kind, honest and ambitious. Keep it up Ethan. 

LARCH  
Muhammad Jaiteh - Muhammad has been working hard to ignore distractions and complete his work every lesson. I have been im-
pressed with his resilience this week. 
Zenaat Khan Is a kind and helpful member of the class who is caring towards others. She is always being RRS and is a great role model 
for the other children. 

MAPLE 
Mariam Daffeh - For working hard in English to develop a range of sentence types, including using verb openers.  
Amanah Zulfqar - For being a kind, and respectful member of our class.  She is always ready to learn.   
 

MULBERRY 

Adil Yassin for an outstanding innovation of our model text in English, writing in an entertaining and informative style.  

Scarlett Lay for being a respectful, kind and friendly member of our class. This week she has gone out of her way to help others not be-

cause she was asked, but because she knows it’s the right thing to do.  

 

SPRUCE 

Malaika Imran for fantastic work during our Engineer project.  Her craftsmanship and organisational skills meant her team worked well to 

fulfil the design brief.  

Danyal Islam for an amazing attitude to many aspects of school life; he has a positive attitude towards his learning, supports his peers 

and contributes well in class discussion.  
 

SYCAMORE  
Eshaal Ahmed- consistently modelling good behaviour in class and the value of Firs. A fantastic role model!  
Muhayba Artan- for her consistent perseverance in Maths and her amazing efforts to learn Makaton in preparation for our Harvest As-

sembly.  
 

 

 


