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Empowering Communities—www.firs.academy— enquiry@firs.academy Tel 0121 464 3792 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
A busy week in school, this week, as always. This week saw the launch of our Reading Challenge for 

children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. Moving on from the best phonics outcomes the school has 

ever had for the children currently in Year 2, encouraging a love of reading is so important to maintain 

this momentum and embed this learning. 

 

Next week, we have our Meet the Teacher event. This is an opportunity for you to 

come into school and hear from your child’s class teacher about the curriculum and 

expectations. I am also looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible that 

are able to attend. As a reminder, the week looks like this: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please come to the main school office where you will be directed to your child’s class. 

 

We are looking forward to the Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

next Friday—invites to follow for Year 6 parents and carers. 

 

Please can all parents and carers that arrive at school at 
the beginning and end of the day by car, please consider 
where you are parking. I am currently monitoring the safety 
of this for our children. If any parents or carers have any 
suggestions, I would be very happy to speak with you. 

 
Wishing you all a restful weekend - see you all on Monday! 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 
Week of 10 

October 

Phonics Demonstration  

Lessons  

Week of  17 

October 
Meet the Teacher 

Friday 21  

October 
Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

Friday 21  

October 
Half-term break begins 

Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

 

Monday 17 October: 4.00pm Reception; 4.30pm Year 1  

Tuesday 18 October: 4.00pm Year 2; 4.30pm Year 3  

Wednesday 19 October: 4.00pm Year 4; 4.30pm Year 5  

Thursday 20 October: 4.00pm Year 6  



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming en-
vironments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ulti-

mately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 
94% 

Saplings  100% 

Seedlings  97.5%  

Ash 1  97.5%  

Aspen 1 87.6% 

Beech 2  96.2% 

Cedar 3  96% 

Chestnut 3  84.8% 

Larch 4  91.7% 

Laurel 4  92.1% 

Maple 5  97.4%  

Mulberry 5  90.4% 

Spruce 6  94.7%  

Sycamore 6  97.3% 
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Firs Primary School  

EYFS and Key Stage 1 

Reading Challenge 

Reading for pleasure is something we can all do everyday. To 
make it more exciting we have designed a reading challenge 

to help you explore different types of literature.  

Once you have hit the target you can colour or sticker to 
show you’ve done it.  

Write the books you read in the matching reading diary and 
give it a quick review to remember if you enjoyed it or not.  

When you reach a milestone bring your challenge and diary 
in and give to Miss MacDonald or Miss Dwyer. 

 

 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been another amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 
Zoya Shah -For aiming high and persevering with her reading. ZOya can now sound and blend her reading book without support and is 
gaining confidence when reading to an adult. Well done! 
Nurdin Sakawe - Nurdin is very respectful in class and ready to learn. He has gained confidence when speaking aloud in front of his 
peers and is now more readily sharing his ideas. Nurdin tries hard and is a fantastic role model to his peers. 

ASH  
Faisa Salah for her valuable and thoughtful ideas when we were evaluating our rockets in Design Technology.  
Jasmine Aftab for completing some amazing pieces of Home Learning to support the work she has been doing on Moon Zoom in school.  

 
ASPEN 
Maliah Wake Charlton -This week Maliah has shown a willingness to learn and a determination to improve her learning.Well done.  Keep 
up the effort Maliah. 
Inaaya Begum - For her fantastic effort in maths this week. She has demonstrated a quick recall of number bonds to 10 and always pre-
sents her work beautifully. Inaaya also extended her learning at home to share what she has learnt about planets. Well done. 

BEECH 
Ayaat Nauman - For her brilliant maths work when exploring fact families, the commutative law and working out missing number calcula-
tions using the inverse! Super work Ayaat, well done! 
Amaya Imran - For her new found confidence when answering questions in class during carpet time. Amaya has shown that she has 
been listening carefully as this has reflected in the fantastic ideas she has shared! Keep it up! 

CEDAR  
Zainab Yousaf - For exemplifying the skill of aiming high; Zainab sets herself high expectations of behaviour and classwork 
and sets an excellent example to her peers.  
Abdulwaheed Loogari - For having a positive attitude towards learning. This week, Abdulwaheed  has been trying really 
hard to demonstrate whole body listening. This is evident in his contribution to class discussions and his work.  

CHESTNUT  
Shiloh Harris for her creativity and accuracy in her colour mixing work. Shiloh created excellent shades of orange, green and purple by 
mixing primary colours.  
Muhammad-Isaaq Sikandar for upholding all of our school rules and values at all times. In particular, he displays outstanding respect for 
others around him and is always ready for learning. Keep being a brilliant role model, Muhammad!  

 
LAUREL 
Amaar Abubaker - For always having lovely manners to all staff and children. Also, for ambition across different subjects. 
Tulayha Mariam For always being RRS and kind, honest and ambitious. Tulayha always strives for excellence in all areas. A clear role 
model at Firs.  

 
LARCH  
Aariz - Always working hard in every lesson. 
Asma Atala - Always trying hard, listening, ready and willing to help others. 

 

MAPLE 
Aayan Shahid - For showing great teamwork skills when working with a partner during our foundation lesson exploring and grouping 
materials. 
Abdiraham Shimbar - For showing enthusiasm and active participation in lessons, frequently answering questions and asking questions 
when he is unsure.  
 

MULBERRY 

Abdullah Muhammad for always trying to achieve his best in lessons - not settling for ‘just enough’, but stretching himself and deepening 

his understanding of what we are learning.  
Sifyan Samranee for considering how best to help himself learn through his attitude to learning and effort in lessons. He is starting to 

show much more of his potential - keep it up!  
 

SPRUCE 

Zoya Emaan for excellent contribution during science, and a factual Science report about batteries.  
Hunter Thomson O-Reilly for being a perfect role model to others; he’s kind, caring and considerate - not just of other children but adults 

too.   

 

SYCAMORE  
Janelle Francis- for her marvellous contributions in class and great efforts with her extended learning projects that she always completes 

to a high standard . Well done Janelle!  
Jack Bash-Charlton, for having an amazing week and working hard in all lessons. Jack has been determined to make everyone proud 

and has done just that! Well done Jack, keep it up!  
 


