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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
This week marked the first 25 days of my headship at Firs Primary School. 25 days may not seem a 

significant milestone, but the training day with teaching staff today was an opportunity for me to share 

what I have learnt about the way in which we are educating your children. 

Firs is a primary school where everyone belongs, where every child is ‘valuable’. I 

shared my expectations around truly embedding a strong sense of connection and 

belonging, a sense of community, for every child. We have to see what is strong in 

every child, before we see what is wrong. Connecting before correcting will allow 

every adult build strong relationships with your children.  

Your part in those relationships is equally crucial. You know your children better 

than we do and by working in partnership with you for the best outcomes, we know 

every child will go forward with the opportunity to have a positive impact on the 

world. 

 

Please be aware we have made some changes to events coming up over the next couple of week. 

Our Meet the Teacher event will take place in the last week of this term. 

 

Attendance, as always, is so important and we will  
continue the great work that has been established by the 
school. It has been great to see continuing improvements 
this week in your children’s attendance. 

 
Ensuring every child is Ready for Learning and Ready for 
Life is underpinned by encouraging reading for pleasure, 
great mathematical skills and a hunger for knowledge of 
the world around them. 

 

Wishing you all a restful weekend - see you all on Monday! 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 
Friday 7  

October 

Training Day for staff - 

school closed to pupils 

Week of 10 

October 

Phonics Demonstration  

Lessons  

Week of  17 

October 
Meet the Teacher 

Friday 21  

October 
Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

Friday 21  

October 
Half-term break begins 

Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

 



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming en-
vironments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ulti-

mately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 
95% 

Saplings  93.5%  

Seedlings  93.8%  

Ash 1  95.7%  

Aspen  90% 

Beech 2  99.6% 

Cedar 3  96% 

Chestnut 3  87% 

Larch 4  97% 

Laurel 4  95.7% 

Maple 5  98.9%  

Mulberry 5  94.2% 

Spruce 6  96.7%  

Sycamore 6  91.7% 





Phonics Workshops and Demonstration Lessons 

 
 

Phonics at Firs 

At Firs Primary School, we believe that phonics must be taught through a  
systematic and structured phonics programme in order for all of our children to  
become fluent readers and writers. 

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme in order to 
plan and provide daily engaging and active phonics lessons. In phonics, we 
teach children that the letters of the alphabet represent a different sound, that 
these can be used in a variety of ways and are put together to make words. The 
children learn to recognise all of the different sounds and combinations that 
they might see when they are reading or writing. Our phonics teaching starts in 
Reception and follows a very specific sequence that allows our children to build 
on their previous phonic knowledge and master specific phonic strategies as 
they move through school. As a result, our children are able to tackle any  
unfamiliar words that they might discover. 

At Firs, we also model these strategies in shared reading and writing in phonics 
lessons and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on the development 
of language and language skills because we know that this is crucial to ensure 
the development of reading and writing in all subjects. 
 
Our partnership with you as parents and carers is crucial to our approach.  
 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Phonics  
Demonstration Lessons coming up soon.  
 

 
Week beginning 10 October—Demonstration Lessons 

 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been another amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 
 Ibtrahim Aftab - For a fantastic effort in his learning. Ibrahim is so ready to learn that he has been doing lots of work and reading at home 
and showing us on Tapestry. We are very proud of his effort. 

ASH  
Mustafa Muhammad - for always being kind and considerate around the classroom. Mustafa always makes an effort to help with day to 
day classroom tasks  
Muheis Muhamud Aden - for trying so hard with his reading and phonics both at school and at home  
 

ASPEN 
Yusuf Said Saadat - For trying hard with his reading. Yusuf is blending and developing his recall of words to become more fluent in his 
reading. 
Hamza Haq - For his consistent effort in maths. Hamza demonstrates a good understanding of addition and subtraction. He is setting his 
work neatly in his books and enjoys the challenge of a thinking question  

BEECH 

Ahmad Hussain - For his brilliant maths work this week. Ahmad has proved he has grown in confidence when working with numbers, as 

he has been able to work independently and move onto his thinking! Keep it up! 
Abdullah Ahmed - For his consistent willingness to learn and for being such a great role model to others in class. Abdullah always sits 
smartly, shows impeccable behaviour and enjoys sharing his creative ideas with others. Well done! 

CEDAR  
Aisha Bibi Mandozai - For her resilience and hard work this week during maths lessons. She asks for additional help when it is needed 
and has made great progress. Well done! 
Zuhur Yassin - For her ambitious attitude towards learning. Zuhur aims high across all subjects and this is evident in her beautifully pre-
sented work.  

CHESTNUT  
Maryama Abukar Osman for exemplifying our school value of kindness at all times. Maryama is willing to consider others before herself 
and help her peers when needed  
 
LAUREL 
Raida Jama - For always being a helpful and kind person to all staff and children. 
Myles Gentles - For improvement in behaviours and attitudes across school. Myles is consistently making the right choices. Well done! 
Keep it up Myles 

LARCH  
Hafsa Sedeqi - Consistently doing her best work with beautiful handwriting in every lesson. 

Hamnah Noor Ahmed - For being an excellent, caring and supportive partner. 

MAPLE  
TBC 

 
MULBERRY 

Khadeejah Abdulbasid for using outstanding vocabulary ideas in her writing, showing ambition and confidence.  

Mamadou Ndiaye Ndaw for being mature and considering how to manage his emotions.  

 

SPRUCE 

Macey Ball for always putting in 100% effort to her work.  She always gives things a try and always presentas her work beautifully.   

Rabia Rajab for an improved attitude towards Year 6. It’s lovely to see Rabia coming into school each day with a smile on her face.   

 

SYCAMORE  
Armanullah Loogari- for his consistent hard work with particular regards to English and Foundation Subjects.Well done Armanullah!  
Moise Constantin- since Moise’s return to school he has done nothing but work extremely hard in all lessons and encouraging his peers 

to do the same. A great role model!  
 

 


