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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 
It is hard to believe it is about to become October! With the weather starting to become colder, please 

do remember to send your children into school with coats.  

We have a number of parent events coming up in the next few weeks, including our re-arranged 

Phonics Demonstration Lessons and Meet the Teacher event.  

 

Teachers are working hard to organise educational visits for your children this half 

term to support their understanding of Modern Britain with visits to places of  

worship. 

 

In our assemblies, we have been talking with the children about Article 28 of the 

Rights of the Child. This article refers to the right to an education. As a school 

where everyone belongs this article is so relevant to us as we look to embed a 

strong sense of belonging and connectedness. This empowers children to be 

‘Ready for Learning.’ 

 

Attendance, as always, is so important and we will  
continue the great work that has been established by the 
school. It has been great to see the improvements this 
week in your children’s attendance. 

 
Ensuring every child is Ready for Learning and Ready for 
Life is underpinned by encouraging reading for pleasure, 
great mathematical skills and a hunger for knowledge of 
the world around them. 

 

Wishing you all a restful weekend - see you all on Monday! 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

 

Dates for your diary 
Friday 7  

October 

Training Day for staff - 

school closed to pupils 

Week of  10  

October 
Meet the Teacher 

Week of 10 

October 

Phonics Demonstration  

Lessons  

Friday 21  

October 
Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

Friday 21  

October 
Half-term break begins 

Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

 



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming en-
vironments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ulti-

mately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 
92% 





Phonics Workshops and Demonstration Lessons 

 
 

Phonics at Firs 

At Firs Primary School, we believe that phonics must be taught through a  
systematic and structured phonics programme in order for all of our children to  
become fluent readers and writers. 

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme in order to 
plan and provide daily engaging and active phonics lessons. In phonics, we 
teach children that the letters of the alphabet represent a different sound, that 
these can be used in a variety of ways and are put together to make words. The 
children learn to recognise all of the different sounds and combinations that 
they might see when they are reading or writing. Our phonics teaching starts in 
Reception and follows a very specific sequence that allows our children to build 
on their previous phonic knowledge and master specific phonic strategies as 
they move through school. As a result, our children are able to tackle any  
unfamiliar words that they might discover. 

At Firs, we also model these strategies in shared reading and writing in phonics 
lessons and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on the development 
of language and language skills because we know that this is crucial to ensure 
the development of reading and writing in all subjects. 
 
Our partnership with you as parents and carers is crucial to our approach.  
 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Phonics  
Demonstration Lessons coming up soon.  
 

 
Week beginning 10 October—Demonstration Lessons 

 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been another amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 
Mikail Ali - For showing dedication and perseverance in his phonics. Mikail is remembering his sounds and is now starting 
to read words in his reading book. Well Done! 
Nevaeh Barrett - For showing a fantastic and mature attitude within the classroom. Nevaeh shows that she is ready to 
learn and is respectful to others. She is a great role model. 

ASH  
Muad Adam - for producing a fantastic piece of work about the solar system. Muad worked independently to order the 
planets correctly.  
Tahrin Ali - for her enthusiasm and effort during lessons. Tahrin consistently pushes herself to achieve her very best.  
 

ASPEN 
Haniya Shaq Amjad - For showing a readiness to learn and extending her learning at home. 
Abdullahi Hassan - For a fantastic effort in all lessons. Abdullahi is always ready to learn and has developed his confi-
dence when sharing his ideas to the class. 

BEECH  
Mahdiya Zainab - For her superb knowledge of place value when exploring 2digit numbers. Mahdiya shows good listening 
skills, which helps her to understand her learning and apply this confidently. Great work! 
Tommy-Lee Tilt - For trying hard to make the right choices. I am proud of Tommy’s start to his school year in Year 2. He 
has shown kindness, honesty and he is beginning to show resilience. 

CEDAR  
Aliyah Bilal - For aiming high with her writing. Aliyah has written a beautiful story, at home, using inverted commas cor-
rectly to show direct speech.  
Mohammad Badrudduja - for consistently being ready to learn. Mohammad is always “switched on” and engaged in class, 
contributing great answers and ideas. 

 
CHESTNUT  
Anaya Saddique for excellent creativity in writing her expanded noun phrases.  
Ishaal Bhatti Iqbal for not only respecting her own work environment, but encouraging others to do the same and helping 

to keep the classroom tidy. 
 
LAUREL 
Rukaya - For showing ambition and being ‘Ready’ to learn. Rukaya models the correct attitude of children at Firs. 
Jaspreet Mingali - For always being RRS. Jaspreet also models kindness, honesty and ambition. A role model at Firs. 

 
LARCH  
Ahmed Hannah Noor- Always working hard and being RRS. 
Beniamin Mandache - Excellent partner. Helping to keep partner's environment clean. 

 
MAPLE  
Nabila Khalique - For making wonderful contributions to class discussions, sharing her ideas and knowledge.  
Lewis Crawford - For showing a real improvement in his effort and attitude towards his learning and classwork. 
 

MULBERRY 

Yusuf Aziz for contributing positively and respectfully in class discussions, challenging the ideas of others with his own 

reasoned justification.  

Shabaaz Ahmed for demonstrating the school value of ambition in every lesson - always trying to achieve his potential, 

whatever the task.  

SPRUCE 

Andrie Gogoro for a fantastic effort in Maths; he contributes in class discussion and always gives things a go!   

Daisy-Lee Powel for showing kindness and ambition by supporting and encouraging peers!  

 

SYCAMORE  

Musa Osman- for trying his best in Maths lessons, and using the correct mathematical terms in his answers, for thinking, 

explaining and solving questions. Well done Musa!  
Anthony Jaggers- for his hard work and contributions in class and when working in small groups with other members of 

staff. Anthony always tries hard to encourage those around him to do the same.  

 


