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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been a busy week in school for your children, despite it being slightly shorter than normal! 

The highlight was the beanstalk that had grown over the long weekend after Mrs Donaghey found 
some magic beans! 

This kicked off a week of writing for children across the school, from Reception to 

Year 6. It has created a real buzz around school as the children have debated 

whether magic beans are real. They have also discussed whether I was right to 

throw them in the bin in the first place! This debate also supports our  approach to 

learning in particular the really important work we are doing towards improving chil-

dren’s oracy through the Voice21 Project. This project is part of the Trust’s  

approach to creating an environment where our children can gain the knowledge 

and skills to flourish in their academic and personal development. 

 

It has been a privilege this week to spend time visiting classrooms to see first-hand the amazing work 
your children are doing with their teachers. We look forward next week to enhancing this further with a 
supportive Quality Assurance visit from colleagues in the Trust. 

 

Attendance, as always, is so important and we will  
continue the great work that has been established by the 
school. It has been great to see the improvements this 
week in your children’s attendance. 

 
Ensuring every child is Ready for Learning and Ready for 
Life is underpinned by encouraging reading for pleasure, 
great mathematical skills and a hunger for knowledge of 
the world around them. 

 

Wishing you all a restful weekend - see you all on Monday! 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 
Week of 3  

October 

Phonics Demonstration  

Lessons  

Friday 7  

October 

Training Day for staff - 

school closed to pupils 

Week of  10  

October 
Meet the Teacher 

Friday 21  

October 
Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

Friday 21  

October 
Half-term break begins 

Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

 



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming en-
vironments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ulti-

mately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 
92% 





Phonics Workshops and Demonstration Lessons 

 
 

Phonics at Firs 

At Firs Primary School, we believe that phonics must be taught through a  
systematic and structured phonics programme in order for all of our children to  
become fluent readers and writers. 

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme in order to 
plan and provide daily engaging and active phonics lessons. In phonics, we 
teach children that the letters of the alphabet represent a different sound, that 
these can be used in a variety of ways and are put together to make words. The 
children learn to recognise all of the different sounds and combinations that 
they might see when they are reading or writing. Our phonics teaching starts in 
Reception and follows a very specific sequence that allows our children to build 
on their previous phonic knowledge and master specific phonic strategies as 
they move through school. As a result, our children are able to tackle any  
unfamiliar words that they might discover. 

At Firs, we also model these strategies in shared reading and writing in phonics 
lessons and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on the development 
of language and language skills because we know that this is crucial to ensure 
the development of reading and writing in all subjects. 
 
Our partnership with you as parents and carers is crucial to our approach.  
 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Phonics  
Demonstration Lessons coming up soon.  
 

 
Week beginning 3 October—Demonstration Lessons 

 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been an amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 

Anastasia-Maria Sirbu - For showing a positive and resilient attitude when starting later than everyone else. Anastasia-
Maria has settled well and shown a positive attitude especially in phonics. 

Daeshanae Hunter - For showing she is ready to learn in phonics and having a positive and determined attitude. Dae-
shanae is remembering her sounds and is beginning to blend well. 

ASH  
Aleena Zainab - For her determination and perseverance in Maths this week. She has also worked hard on her presenta-
tion in her book. Keep it up Aleena! 
Iqra Omar - For consistently being ready for learning. She can be relied upon to ask and answer questions to clarify her 
understanding. 

ASPEN 
Ja’maya Bentley - Jamaya has started back to year one with a positive attitude to her learning. She joins in class discus-
sions and perseveres when working independently. 
Owais Win - For aiming high and working with a positive attitude in all lessons. Owais  sets  a high standard in the class-
room for his peers to follow. 

BEECH  
Huda Osman - For picking up your pace when doing your work in class and for remembering your capital letters and full 
stops in your writing. Keep it up! 
Khalid Sakawe - For his outstanding behaviour in class and for always being ready for learning. When you contribute in 
class, it shows you have been listening! Well done! 

CEDAR  
Mohammad Rajab - For aiming high and showing an outstanding attitude towards learning. Bilal always tries his best and 
has made valuable contributions in class. 
Jahsiah Prescott - For embodying our school rule of ‘ready’. Jahsiah is always ready to listen and learn in class.  

 

CHESTNUT  

Harry Nicholls for his positive attitude towards all tasks in class. He sets a great example of staying positive.  

Miruna Neculau for exemplifying whole body listening, ensuring she is respectful and always ready to learn.  

 

LAUREL 

Hashim Shah - For showing Ambition within Maths. Hashim always aiming to try reach ‘solving’ 

Alisha Khan - For always being kind and helpful to all peers. Alisha embodies the skill of ‘teamwork’ when doing paired or 

group work. 

 

LARCH  

Aroosh irfan - For amazing work. Being an excellent role model overall 

Abdul Hamed - Being RRS and being super helpful to all staff and children. Being RRS and being super helpful to all staff 

and children. 

 

MAPLE  

Ramla Aden - For beautiful presentation in all her work, she takes great pride in her work. 

Mason Hinks - For showing resilience and ambition during our first swimming lesson this week. 

MULBERRY 

Alysha Rawlins for demonstrating great prediction skills in reading, using her knowledge of other stories to explain her 

predictions. 

Mason Bash-Charlton for an excellent start to the year in terms of his attitude towards work. He always carries out his 

work to the best of his ability, particularly in Maths.  

SPRUCE 

Hibbah Ahmad for putting in continued effort in all subjects, particularly her Years 6 SATs baseline test and her home 

learning project about Polar Regions .   

Eliza Khan for settling in really well.  Since joining last week, she already knows how to follow our school rules and con-

tributes well in class.  

SYCAMORE  

Yasir Nur- for his amazing effort in Maths and continuing to try his best and not giving up when a task becomes difficult  

Isla Evans- for constantly modelling good behaviour and good listening and being a great role model to everyone around 

her  

 


