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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

What a lovely end to this term, with our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children delivering a wonderful  

Nativity Assembly! It was lovely to see so many parents and carers this morning. Thank you for your  

attendance. 

 

I am always very grateful to the staff for their time and efforts when helping the children 

to perform in front of an audience as they did this morning. It is an important part of the 

children’s personal development and also links with our key priorities around Oracy 

and Voice21. Any performance or assembly helps children develop resilience and also 

a sense of pride in themselves and what they are able to achieve. As parents and  

carers, you play such a crucial role in helping children to be the best versions of  

themselves—thank you as always for your 

continuing support. 

 

We say goodbye and good luck to Miss Green (Year 6 Spruce 

Class Teacher) as she moves on to a temporary secondment 

at Brownmead Academy. We welcome Mr Woodfield (Interim 

Assistant Head Teacher) who will be the class teacher for 

Spruce for next two terms.  A few other support staff changes 

for you to be aware of from January; Mrs Whitworth will be 

working with Year 4. Mrs Harris will be working with Year 5 

and Mrs Green will be working with Year 2. 

 

Start of Term! 

We look forward to welcoming children and families back to 

school on Tuesday 3 January 2023. 

 

Wishing you all a restful break and for those of you celebrating 

a Happy Christmas. 

 

Mr Fance - Headteacher 

Dates for your diary 

Tuesday 3  

January 
Spring Term Begins 

Week beginning 9 

January 

Parent Reading Workshops for 

Reception and Key Stage 1 

Week beginning 

16 January 

Year 4 Visit to a Buddhist  

Temple 

Monday 23  

January 
National Handwriting Day 

Week beginning 

30 January 
National Storytelling Week 

Tuesday 2  

February 
World Read Aloud Day 

Wednesday 8  

February 
Safer Internet Day 

 



Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming  
environments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ultimately achieve 

academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 80% 

Saplings 72% 

Seedlings 81% 

Ash 1 88% 

Aspen 1 78% 

Beech 2  77% 

Cedar 3  84% 

Chestnut 3  81% 

Larch 4  72% 

Laurel 4  77% 

Maple 5  81% 

Mulberry 5  85% 

Spruce 6  86% 

Sycamore 6  64% 





“A love of reading is the biggest indicator of future  
academic success.” OECD  

(The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) 
 
 
 

A big thank you to all those parents and carers that took the opportunity to come and learn 

about how we support children to learn to read! 

Please look at for more opportunities in the Spring Term! 




