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A welcome for your new  

Head Teacher, Mr Fance 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce  
myself as the new Head Teacher of Firs  
Primary School. I am looking forward to 
working with you, as parents and carers 
over the years to come. 

I have been a Head Teacher in two other 
schools over a 23 year period in education 
and am really excited to be working in Bir-
mingham again after previously working 
for nearly 10 years in the Alum Rock area.  

We have had a fantastic start to this  
academic year. On the first two days, staff  have spent time 
with the teaching staff focusing on safeguarding, our curricu-
lum and establishing our core key values of Honesty, Ambi-
tion and Kindness supported by being Ready, Respectful, 
Safe.  

I am very grateful to Miss Hartshorn and Mr Harris who as 
Deputy Head Teachers continue to work hard in achieving 
the very best outcomes for each and every child 

Attendance, as always, is so important and we will continue 
the great work that has been established by the school.  
Ensuring every child is Ready for Learning and Ready for Life 
is underpinned by encouraging reading for pleasure, great 
mathematical skills and a hunger for knowledge of the world 
around them. 

It is a privilege to be the Head Teacher at Firs Primary 
School and I look forward to getting to know you and your 
children. My door is always open - Mr Fance 

Dates for your diary 

Monday 19  

September 

Bank Holiday for HM Queen 

State Funeral -  

SCHOOL CLOSED 

Thursday 22 

September 

Key Stage 1 Phonics  

Workshop for Parents and 

Carers 

Friday 23  

September 

Reception Phonics  

Workshop for Parents and 

Carers 

Week of 3  

October 

Phonics Demonstration  

Lessons  

Friday 7  

October 

Training Day for staff - 

school closed to pupils 

Week of  10  

October 
Meet the Teacher 

Friday 21  

October 
Year 6 Harvest Assembly 

Friday 21  

October 
Half-term break begins 

Monday 31  

October 
Children return to school 

 



Class Attendance Challenge 
 
 
 
 

Achieve a weekly attendance of 96% and receive a movie token. 
Collect 6 movie tokens and win a film afternoon! 

Attendance Update 

 Firs is a place where every child belongs.  We create welcoming en-
vironments to allow all children to gain a sense of belonging and ulti-

mately achieve academically through regular school attendance.  
 

Whole School Attendance this week: 
92% 





Phonics Workshops and Demonstration Lessons 

 
 

Phonics at Firs 

At Firs Primary School, we believe that phonics must be taught through a  
systematic and structured phonics programme in order for all of our children to  
become fluent readers and writers. 

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised programme in order to 
plan and provide daily engaging and active phonics lessons. In phonics, we 
teach children that the letters of the alphabet represent a different sound, that 
these can be used in a variety of ways and are put together to make words. The 
children learn to recognise all of the different sounds and combinations that 
they might see when they are reading or writing. Our phonics teaching starts in 
Reception and follows a very specific sequence that allows our children to build 
on their previous phonic knowledge and master specific phonic strategies as 
they move through school. As a result, our children are able to tackle any  
unfamiliar words that they might discover. 

At Firs, we also model these strategies in shared reading and writing in phonics 
lessons and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on the development 
of language and language skills because we know that this is crucial to ensure 
the development of reading and writing in all subjects. 
 
Our partnership with you as parents and carers is crucial to our approach.  
 
We look forward to welcoming as many of you as possible to our Phonics  
Workshops next week. These will be followed by demonstration lessons for you 
to be able to support your children at home. 
 

Thursday 22 September—Reception Phonics Meeting 
 

Friday 23 September—Key Stage 1 Phonics Meeting 
 

Week beginning 3 October—Demonstration Lessons 
 



Our Stars this Week 

 
It has been an amazing week!  

 
Well done to all these children for incredible effort and outcomes in all they do. 

SEEDLINGS and SAPLINGS 
All of EYFS for settling in so beautifully and showing they are excited to start learning. 

ASH  
Jahmari Cotterell-Dowd has started Year 1 with a positive attitude. He has impressed us this week with his writing. Keep it 
up!  
Saira Amar has had a fantastic start to year 1. She always demonstrates that she is ready to learn and has contributed 
well in our class discussions.  

ASPEN 
Zayn Mustafa has started year 1 with a great attitude. He always tries his best and perseveres when he finds things diffi-
cult.   
Eshaal Nisar has had a fantastic start to year one. Eshaal always demonstrates  she is ready to learn and has used some 
fantastic Oracy skills during class discussions.  

BEECH  
Asmara Mir is  such a dedicated, hard worker in every lesson. I am impressed with your positive attitude towards your 
learning and the pace you work at. Keep it up!  
David Harpatuc has had  a brilliant start to Year 2; following the school rules, contributing in class and for working at a good 
pace to get your work done! Well done! 
 
CEDAR  
Elijah-Wake Charlton - For a brilliant start to year 3. Elijah has settled back into school and is often recognised as being a 
role model to his peers. Keep up the hard work!  
Amreen Win - For aiming high and working hard in all of her lessons. Amreen has a positive attitude towards learning and 
has beautifully presented work. Keep it up! 
CHESTNUT  

KJ Kali for aiming high when completing his classwork, especially his fact sheet about Stone Age tools which was very 

informative. 

Tamara Constantin for embodying the school rule of ‘ready’. Tamara is always ready to listen and learn in class. 

LAUREL 

Aleena Hussina - For showing kindness by helping others tidy their environment.  

Ahmed Siad - For consistently modelling Ready, Respectful, Safe and Kindness to all children. 

LARCH  

Harvey Judge - For settling back into school incredibly well, trying his best at everything and being resilient when things 

have been tricky. 

Bow Evelyn Limmer - For focusing on becoming a fantastic partner so that she can support the person sitting next to her.  

 

MAPLE  

Rohaan Khan - For continuously showing that he is ready for learning in all lessons.  He shows excellent whole body lis-

tening during lessons.   

Cassie Carr - For showing kindness and understanding towards her peers, ensuring everyone feels included.  

 

MULBERRY  

Salma Cheema-Hatim for demonstrating impeccable behaviour for learning at all times through listening, following instruc-

tions and supporting others to make the right choices.   

Rida Yousaf for being a friendly, helpful pupil, who is always seeking to improve the learning and attitude of those around 

her.  

SPRUCE  

Adam Siad for working really hard during group and paired work to support his peers, which lead to a clearly presented 

performance.    

Ahmed Dahir for settling into Year 6 really well and performing to the best of his ability no matter what.  Also, a great effort 

with his reading record at home.     

SYCAMORE  

Tarni Li- for working well as part of a team as well as managing a group, to ensure that the work produced is to a great 

standard. Well done Tarni-Li.  

Sumayyah Dawood- for settling into Year 6 very well, always being RRS  and being a great role model to everyone 

around her. Well done Sumayyah! 


