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Assessment  
We believe that assessment is:  
 

 The measurement of knowledge, understanding, misconceptions and next steps in 
learning.  

 Most effective when children are actively involved with the teacher in the 
assessment and learning process.  

 Only effective when assessment for learning is at the heart of teaching and learning.  
 
Assessment of learning is about reporting where children are now. 
 
Assessment for learning is about helping children to learn better.  
 
We measure against:  

 Learning outcomes and Success Criteria also personal targets and age-related 
expectations.  

 
All assessment should:  

 enable individual children to make progress in their learning  

 relate to shared learning objectives  

 be underpinned by confidence that every child can improve  

 help all children to demonstrate what they know, understand and are able to do  

 include reliable judgements about how learners are performing, related, where  

 appropriate, to national standards  

 involve both teacher and children reviewing and reflecting upon assessment 
information  

 provide feedback which leads to children recognising the ‘next steps’ in their 
learning and how to work towards achieving these  

 enable teachers to plan more effectively  

 provide us with information to evaluate our work, and set appropriate targets at 
whole school, class and individual pupil levels  

 enable parents to be involved in their child’s progress  
 
Assessment for learning should:  

 Be part of effective planning of teaching and learning  

 Focus on how students learn  

 Be recognised as central to classroom practice  

 Be regarded as a key professional skill for teachers  

 Be sensitive and constructive because any assessment has an emotional impact  

 Take account of the importance of learner motivation  

 Promote commitment to learning goals and a shared understanding of the criteria by 
which they are assessed  

 Provide learners with constructive guidance about how to improve  

 Develop learners’ capacity for self-assessment so that they can become reflective 
and self-managing  

 Recognise the full range of achievements to all learners  



 

 

Monitoring, Moderation and Evaluation  

 Senior managers and the Key Stage Leaders will take overall responsibility for 
ensuring that the Assessment Policy is put into practice in the school.  

 Policy and practice will be reviewed regularly with staff.  

 EYFS assessments are moderated annually by the LA, in conjunction with other local 
Primary Schools and internally.  

 Key Stage 1 assessments are moderated every three years by the LA, in conjunction 
with other local Primary Schools and internally.  

 Key Stage 2 writing assessment will be moderated three times a year in conjunction 
with our partner Primary and Secondary schools in the local area, internally and with 
the LA.  

 New strategies will be implemented, as appropriate, as a result of moderations and 
reviews and in response to statutory requirements.  

 

Summative Assessment  
 
Statutory Assessments:  

 Children are statutorily assessed at the end of Key Stage One and Key Stage Two.  

 End of Year 1 Phonics test and re-test in Year 2.  

 Children in Reception are assessed throughout the year using the using the 
assessment strands in the Early Years Foundation Stage guidance materials.  

 At the end of the Foundation Stage a summative assessment is made in each of the 
17 strands to provide a summative end of key stage attainment result and will be 
assessed to agree if they have achieved a ‘Good Level of Development’. This is a 
national yardstick against which to compare children’s performance.  

 
National Non‐Statutory Baseline Assessments:  
 
EYFS  

 Teacher assessments made at the beginning of entry to Reception using the 
assessment strands in the guidance material and a nationally agreed baseline 
assessment from September 2015.  

 In Nursery teachers baseline children using the assessment strands in the guidance 
material.  

 
Formative Assessment: 
 
EYFS  
Children’ achievements are recorded using ‘Tapestry’ photographs and observations during 
daily activities. These are then used to plan subsequent activities that enable children to 
progress in their learning. 
 
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2:  
The New National Curriculum specifies what each child should be able to do by the end of 
each year in each year group/phase. All children in Key stages 1 and 2 are being taught this 



 

 

new curriculum and are working towards achieving the end of year statements for each 
subject.  
We need to make sure that every child has learning opportunities so that they are able to do 
this and assess their understanding of each of these learning opportunities so that we (and 
they) know what next step is needed on the journey to meeting this.  
 
All children are assessed against the end of year targets for their current year group at the 
end of each unit of work (see Appendix II) this involves peer, self and teacher assessment. 
As a result of this children are graded;  
 
B – Beginning  
He/she has been introduced to this and has a basic understanding i.e. Knows it exists but 
does not know what it means or how to use it.  
D - Developing 
He/she can do/use this with the help of an adult or guidance.  
S- Secure  
He/she can do/use this independently once introduced – Age Related Expectation.  
E - Exceeding 
He/she will choose to do/use this independently in a variety of situations and can clearly 
explain his/her method/reasoning to an adult or peer – working at the Higher Standard. 
 
Clear learning objectives and success criteria are imperative for each activity so that we 
know what we are assessing. From this we can make a judgement about each child’s 
progress towards the end of year statements. Using each assessment we plan the next steps 
in the learning journey towards mastery of the end of year statement. 
 
All children will be working towards their current year’s end of year statements, some 
children will just need to take more steps than others in order to achieve them. Only in 
exceptional circumstances will children work to statements from the previous or next year 
group. 
 
Children’ understanding in mathematics, English and computing will also be assessed 
through activities completed in other areas of the curriculum. For example; when writing a 
science report children will be assessed relating to their understanding of the science 
elements and their English report writing skills. 
 

Mid‐Year Assessments:  
At approximately 6 week intervals Children Progress meetings will be held with each teacher 
and other relevant members of staff and the progress of each pupil will be discussed. At 
these meetings evidence will be provided as to the progress of each pupil towards end of 
year targets in English and mathematics.  
 

  



 

 

Discussion will involve:  

 Current achievements of each pupil  

 Progress towards end of year statements  

 Any areas of concern, including behaviour, attendance or SEN  

 Any interventions required to address any concerns  
 

 

End‐of‐Year Summative Assessments:  

 Statutory testing as detailed above.  

 ARBOR  assessment records  

 Standardised age related end of year tests (Years 1, 3, 4, 5)  

 Standardised age related spelling test  

 Standardised age related reading test  
 
Assessment in the Early Years Foundation Stage  
  
Progress for children in the EYFS is monitored termly using the Early Years Outcomes. Each 
area of learning is broken down into age bands and children are judged to be beginning, 
developing and secure against each band. Progress is then monitored from this. At Firs we 
monitor children’s progress across a year by measuring how many steps they have made. 
For example, moving from beginning to developing within an age band would be considered 
1 step. 3 steps progress is considered typical age related progress, 4 steps progress is 
considered good and 5 steps or more is considered outstanding.  
There are currently 7 areas of learning in the EYFS, which have been split into 3 Prime areas 
and 4 Specific areas: 
 
Prime:  

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 Physical Development  

 Communication and Language Development  
 
Specific:  

 English Development  

 Mathematical Development  

 Understanding of the world  

 Expressive arts and design  
 
Foundation Subject Assessment  
Foundation subjects will follow the ongoing and end of unit strategies for assessment as 
detailed above.  
Opportunities where appropriate to feed into core assessments will be built into Foundation 
subject assessments. 
 
 



 

 

Method of 
assessment 

Frequency How and where is 
this recorded? 

Purpose IMPACT on teaching and learning 

Questioning  
- open/closed  
- higher order 
questioning 
(aim for 
thoughtful 
improvement)  
- Use of 
interactive 
resources incl. 
number fans & 
wipeboards.  
- hands down & 
‘think’ time  
- teacher/pupil, 
pupil/teacher, 
pupil/pupil  
 

Daily  
During the 
starter, 
lesson 
introduction, 
guided 
group work 
and during 
the plenary 
with the 
whole class.  

AfL questions are 
highlighted on the 
whiteboard.  

Teachers gain 
immediate 
feedback on 
children’s 
misconceptions.  
Teachers & 
children are able 
to understand 
thinking/though
t processes. 

Teacher is able to address specific 
misconceptions and/or extend 
children’s level of understanding.  
Informs teacher’s planning.  

Self-assessment  Regularly, 
when 
relevant.  

EYFS: verbal 
response  
KS1: LO/SC 
produced for 
different genres 
&/or against 
targets. Largely, 
responded to 
verbally.  
KS2: LO/SC 
produced for 
different genres 
&/or against 
targets. Children 
use ticks against 
the success 
criteria to identify 
when used in their 
writing.  

Children 
evaluate their 
own learning, 
thus becoming 
aware of their 
strengths, areas 
for 
improvement & 
what they need 
to do to get 
there.  
It can inform 
teachers about 
children’s ability 
&/or confidence 
levels.  

Children are made aware of 
learning expectations and their 
next steps so can achieve learning 
goals.  
Informs teacher’s planning.  

Peer 
assessment  

When 
relevant e.g. 
at the end of 
each 
extended 
piece of 
writing  

Use of talk 
partners across 
the school.  
KS1 children 
verbalise against 
the LO/SC/targets.  

Children 
understand and 
evaluate work 
based on the 
LO/SC &/or 
targets.  

Children are made aware of 
learning expectations and their 
next steps.  
Informs teacher’s planning.  



 

 

KS2 children mark 
against the 
LO/SC/targets.  

Marking books 
against the 
LO/SC.  

Daily against 
the LO/SC 
Against the 
LO/SC when 
relevant 
(e.g. for 
extended 
pieces of 
writing)  
  

Teacher records A 
(the LO/SC 
achieved), PA 
(LO/SC partly 
achieved) or NA 
(LO/SC not 
achieved) in 
children’s books. 

Children can 
clearly recognise 
how well they 
met the LO/SC 
for that lesson.  
Children are 
aware of next 
steps for 
improvement 
and how to get 
there.  

Causes children to think about the 
next steps in their learning and 
how to get there.  
Informs teacher’s planning.  

 
  



 

 

 

Assessment 
in the EYFS 
Method of 
assessment 

Frequency How and where is 
this recorded? 

Purpose IMPACT on 
teaching and 

learning 

Observations 
made of the 
children in 
relation to 
the 
ELGs/Early 
Years 
outcomes.  

Daily  Teacher/support 
staff observes a child 
and records.  

To track a child’ progress 
using the information to 
inform planning and for 
summative purposes in 
Reception.  

To inform 
planning and 
judgements.  

Early Years 
Outcomes & 
Arbor  

Baseline 
assessment 
completed within 4 
weeks of entering 
Firs.  
Summative 
assessments are 
then made termly 
during Assessment 
fortnights.  

Teachers assess 
against the Early 
Years Outcomes on 
Arbor stating 
whether children are 
beginning, 
developing or secure 
against the 
outcomes.  

Inform planning.  
To inform Provision 
Mapping -analysis of data 
enables us to inform 
future planning, including 
interventions, to meet the 
needs of individual and 
groups of children  
To facilitate transition to 
year 1.  

Children’s 
individual needs 
are being met 
through close 
analysis of data 
and detailed 
planning of 
interventions and 
future teaching.  
 

Phonics 
against 
Letters and 
Sounds 
criteria  

Baseline 
assessment done 
by 6 weeks. Termly 
assessments 
completed after 
that during 
Assessment Week.  

Phonics Assessment 
folders where 
teachers highlight 
sounds children are 
confident with. 
  

For children to establish 
phonetic knowledge to aid 
reading and writing.  
Inform planning  

Children are 
targeted correctly 
therefore progress 
is made in 
phonics.  

Early Years 
Foundation 
Stage Profile  

End of Reception 
Year (End of 
June/Early July)  

Children are 
assessed against the 
17 ELGs (Emerging, 
Expected, and 
Exceeding) which is 
submitted to the LA.  

To aid transition  Analyse gaps to 
inform future 
provision.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Assessment KS1 
and KS2 - English 

Frequency How and where is 
this recorded? 

Purpose IMPACT on teaching and 
learning 

Marking of 
writing and 
extended pieces 
of writing. 
 

 Weekly Children write in 
their English 
books.  
Extended pieces of 
writing are always 
close marked by 
the class teacher. 
The lessons may 
include self or 
peer assessment.  
Teachers mark 
against the LO/SC 
targets and/or 
National 
Curriculum 
outcomes.  
 

Extended pieces – to 
allow children time to 
apply grammar and 
genre specific skills in an 
extended piece of 
writing  
Work is used by teachers 
to inform half termly 
writing assessment 
judgements  

Children can showcase 
their independent 
writing skills.  
Informs teacher’s 
planning.  
Teachers can assess the 
children before moving 
on to the next genre.  

Half Term 
Assessments  

Teachers 
can assess 
children on 
a half termly 
basis, 
progress 
meetings. 

Pupil Progress 
assessment forms 
used to assess 
pupil attainment 
(reading age) and 
stored in 
assessment 
folders.  

To allow teachers to gain 
a children reading age.  
To use pupil 
achievement as a 
benchmark against other 
children in the same 
reading group.  
The outcomes of the 
reading assessment can 
support teacher 
judgements.  

Teachers are able to 
track progress. Children 
are aware of next steps 
in reading.  

National 
Curriculum/Non-
negotiable 
milestones 
guided reading 
record.  

Guided 
reading 
timetable 
ensures a 
teacher 
assesses 
each group 
at least once 
a week 
against the 
National 
Curriculum 
outcome(s)  

Group reading 
assessment record 
with comments 
against individuals.  
Other significant 
learning should 
also be recorded.  

Plan sessions to develop 
and assess children’s 
reading skills - decoding 
and comprehension.  
Guided reading 
notes/assessment 
against NC outcomes can 
support judgements and 
achievement of non-
negotiable milestones.  

Teachers are able to 
track progress. Children 
are aware of next steps 
in reading  

Spelling  Weekly 
spelling (KS1 
and KS2)  

All children have 
spelling books 
which are used for 

Enables children to spell 
correctly in their writing.  

Children apply new 
spelling strategies in 
their writing.  
 



 

 

weekly spelling 
tests.  

 
 
 
 

Phonics (EYFS/ 
KS1)  

See Phonics’ 
in 
‘Assessment 
in the EYFS’  

Assessments are 
termly, as 
appropriate to the 
level of the child.  
Phase level 
recorded on O-
Track and in 
Phonics 
Assessment folder.  

KS2 children are 
assessed in phonics with 
follow up lessons until 
they are confident in 
Phase 6 or receive a 
different intervention.  

Children are targeted 
correctly therefore 
progress is made in 
phonics.  

 

  



 

 

 

Assessment KS1 
and KS2 - Maths 

Frequency How and where is this 
recorded? 

Purpose IMPACT on 
teaching and 

learning 

Pre and post-
tests – assess 
pre and post 
learning at the 
beginning and 
end of a unit.  

At the beginning 
and end of each 
unit.  

Children complete the 
same task for comparison 
– work to be stuck in 
books before and after a 
unit of learning.  
All children use the same 
template but the tasks will 
differ for each year group 
curriculum. Pre and post 
assessments will be 
marked by the teacher.  

Children to be 
aware of their 
own needs.  
To inform 
teacher’s 
planning.  
To evidence 
progress.  

Teaching meets 
the needs of the  

Maths planning 
and 
misconceptions. 

Fortnightly.  Maths planning and 
misconceptions are 
planning and evaluation 
sheets completed by class 
teachers and TA, whilst 
working with each group, 
during the lesson. 

To identify and 
address 
misconceptions, 
consolidate 
previous 
learning, plan 
activities to 
apply new skills 
or extend 
children’s 
knowledge and 
understanding.  
Used to inform 
half termly 
assessment 
judgements and 
non- negotiable 
milestones.  

Children have 
valuable time to 
respond to 
teacher’s marking.  
Teachers can 
assess the children 
before moving on 
to the next unit.  
Assessments are 
used to inform 
planning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Method of 
assessment 

Frequency How and where 
is this recorded? 

Purpose IMPACT on teaching 
and learning 

Year 2 SATs  Annually – 
May  

Results are 
recorded on the 
school tracking 
system.  
Results are sent 
to the DFE.  

To inform Provision 
Mapping.  
Statutory requirement.  
Reported to CEP.  
Used in RAISE online  

Informs teacher’s 
planning.  
Referrals made.  
Allows accurate 
interventions.  
Statutory requirement.  

Year 6 SATs 
tests  

Annually – 
May  

Administered 
under test 
conditions.  
Results are 
recorded on the 
school tracking 
system.  
Externally 
marked – 
reading, maths 
& spelling, 
punctuation and 
grammar.  
Results are sent 
to the DFE.  

Statutory requirement.  
Reported to CEP.  
Used in RAISE online and 
school league tables.  

Statutory requirement 
– passed on to 
secondary schools.  

Year 1 Phonics 
Screening 
Check  

Annually – 
May  

Pupils are 
administered 
the phonics 
screening check 
on a 1:1 basis 
with the class 
teacher.  
Results are sent 
to the DFE and 
local authority.  

Statutory requirement.  
Reported to CEP.  
Used in RAISE online.  

Informs teacher’s 
planning.  
Allows accurate 
interventions.  
Statutory requirement.  

Target setting 
report to 
parents (EYFS, 
KS1 & 2)  

Annually – 
October  

Target 
dashboard for 
parents.  

To provide parents with 
targets for children’s 
learning so that they can 
also support them at home.  

Strong links between 
school and home 
increases the  

End of year 
report to 
parents (EYFS, 
KS1 & 2)  

Annually – 
July  

School report to 
parents.  

To provide parents with an 
informative summary of 
their child’s attainment and 
progress, both academically 
and socially, over the last 
year.  

Strong links between 
school and home 
increases the 
education and life 
chances of children.  

End of year 
transition 
meeting  

Annually - 
July  

Guidance 
provided before 
staff meeting.  

To aid a smooth transition 
of pupils to the next year 
group.  

New class teachers are 
provided with relevant 
information about 
children in their class.  



 

 

Standardisation and Moderation 

Standardisation is when several teachers go through procedures in advance of marking in 

order to ensure that they understand the criteria for assessment judgements. Moderation is 

then a later check that the assessors have actually assessed to the same standards and 

accurate judgements have been made. 

The above process ensure that teachers are confident and have a common understanding of 

national standards and are applying them consistently, so that teachers assessment 

provides an accurate picture of progress and attainment. Moderation of summative 

assessments takes place formally and informally. Informal moderation happens between 

year team partners, with SLT and with other key staff such as experienced Reception, year 2 

& 6 teachers, subject leaders and the Literacy and Numeracy leaders.  

Roles and Responsibilities 

Class Teachers Support Staff Assistant Headteachers and SENCO Headteacher and 
Deputy Headteacher 

Use AfL during lessons.  
Use context sheets to 
support learning and 
understanding. 
Look at the trends 
within their class.  
Use assessment 
information to inform 
planning.  
Provide regular 
feedback to the 
children – oral and 
written. Regular 
marking of children’s 
work in line with the 
school policy.  
Keep assessment data 
of their class, English & 
Maths set in an 
Assessment folder. 
Track the progress of 
each child.  
Set individual and/or 
group targets 
highlighting the 
children’s next steps 
(context sheets)  
Write IEPs for some 
children with EHCPs, if 
necessary.  

Plan, deliver and 
evaluate interventions 
(overseen by class 
teachers).  
 
Complete assessments 
required both 
formative and 
summative e.g. Impact 
sheets.  
 
Contribute to IEPs in 
the form of writing, 
assessing and 
implementing.  
 
Mark work against the  
 
LO and SC when 
directly working with a 
group of children. .  
 
Support teachers (incl 
those in other teams) 
to administer tests in 
Assessment Week.  

Use the pupil tracking data to look 
at children who fall behind.    
Monitor, evaluate and report on 
the effectiveness of SEN 
interventions.  
Maintain SEN register.  
Carry out formal assessment for 
EHCPs.  
Liaises with outside agencies.  
Monitors and analyses data, 
identifying trends by gender, 
ethnicity, EAL, PPG & SEN.  
Support team to ensure 
assessment informs planning.  
Interpret and analyse data. Make 
appropriate changes to the 
curriculum.  
Ensure Arbor is updated following 
Assessment Week.  
Be aware of trends within their 
year groups in English , Maths and 
Science 
Ensure the policy is updated, 
adhered to and regularly reviewed.  
Defines the roles of literacy and 
numeracy coordinators in 
assessment, working 
collaboratively on assessment.  
Ensures assessment is included in 
subject audits across the year – 

Report to the 
Leadership Team and 
Governors on 
standards and the 
impact of initiatives.  
Plan and lead staff 
meetings once a half 
term to analyse data.  
Disseminate 
information to 
colleagues.  
Address any CPD 
needs.  
Monitors and 
analyses data, 
identifying trends by 
gender, ethnicity, 
EAL, PPG & SEN.  
Rationalises 
assessment systems 
to ensure 
manageability.  
Ensure school meets 
statutory 
requirements.  
Present information 
to CEP, as required 
at and agrees 
statutory targets.  



 

 

Liaise with SENCo re. 
Children needing to be 
added to, moved up or 
off the SEN register. 
Also identify children 
to be included on the 
Pupil Premium 
register. 
Complete summative 
assessment 6 times a 
year.  
Input pupil data onto 
Arbor six times a year.  
Complete a target 
setting report and end 
of year report on each 
child annually.  
Formally meet parents 
twice a year and 
produce a written 
report on pupil 
progress.  
Ensure information is 
transferred to the next 
teacher.  

monitoring & improving 
assessment practices and 
procedures.  
Ensure subject leaders liaise with 
school leaders and vice versa.  
Ensures that National tests and 
moderation data is accurate and 
inputted. 
 

Determines the 
priorities in the 
School Improvement 
Plan.  
Reports to parents, 
governors and other 
stakeholders on 
quality and 
standards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


